
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
e-mail:office@hayesdownschool.com  website:www.hayesdownschool.co.uk 

 

WELCOME BACK 
 

What a fantastic start to the new school year we have had. Children have returned 
HAPPY & HEALTHY, eager to be with friends and start their learning. They have been 
ENTHUSIASTIC about their new classes and projects with teachers engaging them 
through “Wow” introductions, including a visit from a Roman Soldier, a dog agility display, 
an airline “flight” exploring pollution in our oceans and baking 17th century biscuits to 
think about the Great Fire of London (we even had a fire alarm which certainly made 
learning come to life!). We have also welcomed our new Reception children who have 
impressed us all at the way they have settled into their new classes. We look forward to 
getting to know them and their parents really well.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are very excited to share the news that we are 
planning a new-build on the school site to help improve 
our school library. The Governors have always had 
AMBITIOUS plans for the school and we have worked 
hard to secure funding for this exciting project which will 
support all of our pupils to become CONFIDENT readers 
who love books.  
The project involves turning the internal courtyard space 
near the hall (which we have never really found a good 
use for!) into an inside space. We will have a new roof and 
the outside area will be transformed into a spacious, 
internal learning area that will become our new library. As 
reading is at the heart of all we do this will make a huge 

difference to the reading offer for your children – with more space to browse and enjoy 
books as well as a wider variety of books on offer. Having a large, welcoming library at the 
heart of our school will make reading a focal point for us all.  
Work on the new build will begin on Friday 22nd October and last for approximately 6 
weeks; with a proposed completion date of the end of Term 2 (by Christmas). The builders 
assure us they will keep disruption to a minimum – but we know that a little noise and 
work on the site will be worth it in the end. We will keep you up to date with the 
transformation as it happens! 
 

Mrs Battersby 
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Dates for Term 1 and 2 

September 

Tuesday 14th Science workshop for Year 4 

Thursday 16th  Vision screening by the School Nurse team – Year 1 

Thursday 16th  Roman solider visitor – Year 3 

Friday 17th  Dog agility display for Year 1 children 

Monday 20th – 
Friday 1st Oct  

Active Challenge weeks in collaboration with Frome Town Council 

Tuesday 28th  Election day for School Council and Eco-team 

October 

Friday 1st Harvest Festival – please bring dried/packet/tinned food donation  

Monday 4th  Black History Month (all of October) 

Monday 4th  Reception reading workshops – 2.30pm Butterflies Class 

Tuesday 5th Reception reading workshops – 9.15am Ladybirds Class 

Tuesday 5th  “Remarkable Lives” day in school 

Friday 8th  PTA CAKE SALE 

Sunday 10th  Multicultural Frome Festival in the Cheese and Grain 

Tuesday 19th  Year 4 taster day at Selwood 

Wednesday 20th  Champions Assembly in the hall 9.10am – 10.00am – parents of 
nominated children will be invited to attend (invitations via Dojo) 

Thursday 21st  “Wooftie” dress up day for charity – please bring in a £1 donation to 
dress as a dog for the day.  

Thursday 21st  Last day of Term 1  

Friday 22nd School closed – see below 

November 

Monday 1st  First day of term 2 

Tuesday 2nd  Parents Evening – via Zoom 

Thursday 4th  Parents Evening – via Zoom 

 
INSET Days for 2021 – 2022

1. Thursday 2nd September 2021 
2. Friday 3rd   September 2021 
3. Tuesday 4th January 2022 
4. Monday 28th   February 2022 
5. Monday 6th June 2022 

There has been a change to the schools’ calendar for the academic year 2021 to 2022 to 
enable everyone to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday on June 3, 2022. 

As the additional Bank Holiday falls within the school holidays, the additional 
holiday day for Hayesdown First School is Friday 22nd October 2021. This is in line 
with many of the local Frome schools including Selwood Academy. 
Term dates for 2020-2021 
Please be aware of the term dates for this academic year, which are also on our 
website. We ask that parents ensure that any holidays you are planning do not fall 
within term time. Unless there are exceptional circumstances, holidays in term time 
will not be authorised by the school and Somerset County Council may enforce fixed 
penalty fines for unauthorised holidays in term time. School is open for 190 days over 
the year, leaving 175 days for family activities and holidays.  
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Hayesdown Harvest Celebrations 
 
This year we will be holding Harvest celebrations for children in 
school on Friday 1st October. We will return to having a whole 
school celebration (Year 1 -4) for all the children together in the 
hall, being HAPPY & HEALTHY. Children will be preparing poems, 
songs, art work and more to share together; remembering why we 
are thankful for the food we have at Harvest time. Reception 
children will be sharing their celebrations with parents via Dojo as 
they won’t have joined us for assemblies in the hall by then.  
 
We will once again be supporting the local Fair Frome Food Bank with our donations 
and we will be asking for dried, packet and canned produce to be brought into school. 
The Food Bank have provided the community of Frome with fantastic support 
throughout Coronavirus and lockdown, providing food parcels for anyone in need. We 
know the parent community will want to support such an excellent cause.  
 

Please can children bring their donations to the hall on 
the morning of Friday 1st October. There will be 
teaching assistants there to receive each item and 
make a Harvest food display. If anyone would like to 
donate earlier, food can be left in the school office 
entrance.  
 
Thank you in advance to everyone who is able to 
provide donations however big or small.  
 

 
Election of School Council and Eco-team members 

  
On Tuesday 28th September we will be holding elections for our 
School Council and Eco-team members. Anyone who would like 
to be considered for these prestigious and important school 
roles needs to compose a short speech (for younger pupils a few 
lines will do) about why they would make a good member of 
these teams. We will then hold an official election – with voting 

slips and ballot counting – for our School Council.  
The Eco-team will also be voted for on election day.  
Our School Council and Eco team will be our pupil voice on decisions 
through the year, so they are very exciting and important roles to 
hold. We encourage all children to be RESPONSIBLE and CONFIDENT 
so we hope that lots of children will want to be AMBITIOUS and put 
themselves forward. This year Miss Jones will be leading School 
Council and Miss Watts will be working with our Eco-team; they are both excited to 
meet the new team members. Election Day will be on Tuesday 28th September and 
new members of each of the teams will be announced in assembly the following 
week. 
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Active Travel Challenge weeks 

 

We are once again joining in with Frome Town Council’s Active Travel Challenge – and 
this time there are two weeks’ worth of fun to get everyone involved. We have 
already welcomed Emma Parker into school to launch the event during assembly and 
the challenge weeks then start – from Monday 20th September – Friday 1st October.  

The aim is to get as many children and parents (and staff) walking, riding or scooting 
to school rather than coming by car. By joining in we can increase everyone’s activity 
levels and also reduce pollution – being HAPPY & HEALTHY. There will be lots of 
exciting activities happening in school, such as the smoothie bike and Mojo Moves 
sessions, plus an explorer walking activity card for children to complete with parents 
as they walk to school.  

More details have been shared on Dojo so we hope everyone will be able to join in – 
there is a competition for the most improved school which Hayesdown won last time 
– let’s see if we can do this again! 

 

Data forms 

September is the time when we ask parents to complete all data 
forms and return these, with amendments, to the school office 
so that we can update all of our records. These will be sent out 
shortly and a prompt return is appreciated.  

 
Please help us by returning these to the class teacher, via your 

child, who will pass them to the school office
 

Welcome to our school 

Over the summer holidays we have welcomed new children and staff to our school. 
So we would like to say “Welcome” to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Miss Jones in 

Bats Class 

April in Eagles 

Class 

All our new reception 

children 

Mrs Davis in 

Rabbits Class 
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Why did the romans come 

here and how did they invade 

Britain? 

How do you say left and 

right in Latin? 

Ask year three, they 

know the answers! 
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Celebrating diversity 
 
As a school we are committed to celebrating diversity so that children learn to respect 
and embrace all people, no matter of race, culture, gender or ability/disability. Many 
areas of our AMBITIOUS school curriculum explore and address diversity but in the 
coming weeks we will be engaging in some local and national events.  
 
Remarkable Lives day 
On Tuesday 5th October we will be having the first in a series of 
“Remarkable lives” days, which will celebrate people who have made 
an impact on our lives in a variety of ways; they may be leaders, 
carers, inventors, adventurers or those who have made an impact on 
our culture. The first of our “Remarkable Lives” days will be linked to 
Black History Month and each year group (Year 1-4) will learn about 
one of these amazing people: Stevie Wonder; Wilma Rudolf; 
Michelle Obama; Marcus Rashford. Children will learn about their 
lives and the impact they have made plus create artwork to share.  
 
Multicultural Frome Festival 
Our school will be joining other First Schools in Frome to take participate in the 
“Multicultural Frome Festival " on Sunday the 10th October 11-2 at The Cheese & 
Grain. This event is being run by a local community group who are promoting cultural 
awareness and anti-racism and is supported by Frome Town Council. Children from 
Hayesdown School will be providing a display of work containing biographies and 
artwork linked to our “Remarkable lives” day in school. These will be on show at the 
Cheese and Grain so please go along and support the event if you can.  
 
  
Black History Month 

While black history is celebrated all year round, Black History 
Month is marked annually. It recognises and values the 
inspirational individuals and events that have shaped the black 
generation. During Black History Month, we remember and 
celebrate the important people from the past and also those who 
contribute to and help our society today. 
The month of October is Black History Month in the UK, and 

teachers at Hayesdown will be planning a series of lessons, activities and assemblies 
to take place in October designed to explore this area of the curriculum. 
Topics and activities may include: 

 assemblies and lessons focusing on key black historical figures 

 Black culture/heritage stories – we have some new books bought for us by the 
ARC community group 

 African, Afro-Caribbean, and Afro American food, art and culture 
All of our activities will be age appropriate and linked to our British Values and SMSC 
curriculum.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
http://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
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Year 4 CAPTAIN roles 
 
Our Year 4 pupils in Eagles and Kestrels classes have already shown that they are 
ready to take on the RESPONSIBILITIES of being the oldest in the school. We have 
many roles which are being awarded to children and they have all been extremely 
ENTUSIASTIC about these. Each role has specific jobs attached which make a 
difference to other children and help the school run smoothly.  
Captains roles are being announced for: 

 Fruit Captains  

 Gate Captains  

 Milk Captains 

 Assembly Captains 

 Register Captains 
Other RESPONSIBLE roles within school are Library Captains, 
Digital Leaders, Anti-Bullying Ambassadors and Playground leaders. We have a large 
notice board in school which will show all of the CONFIDENT, ENTUSIASTIC and 
RESPONSIBLE children who have taken on these roles for our school.  
 
 
Christmas Cards Designed By Your Children 

As in previous years, the PTA has kindly arranged for each child to 
design a Christmas card for 2021. Your child’s artwork will be 
professionally copied onto a card, which you can buy in packs should 
you wish.  Children will make their card in school by the end of next 
week so when they come home saying they have made a Christmas 

card, you should believe them! We will send the artwork home for you to see in the 
week beginning 27th September (or earlier if possible) and if you would like to order 
cards then you must place orders online at  

http://xmas.cauliflowergroup.co.uk 
using the reference code that will be on your child’s artwork form. Please then 
RETURN YOUR CHILD’S ARTWORK TO SCHOOL by October 6th to be collected by the 
company. We cannot guarantee any late returns will be processed so please return it 
on time. For every pack ordered the PTA receives commission so we hope that you 
will enjoy supporting the PTA and purchase your child’s beautiful designs.  
 
PTA Events 
 
The PTA are getting back into the swing of organising some 
on-site fundraising events again this year – starting with a 
CAKE SALE on Friday 8th October. The cake stalls will be at 
different points spread across the playground to avoid 
crowds and help keep people safe.  

Please can parents kindly make cake donations to help this event be a 
success. You can bake a cake/s or, if you aren’t quite at Bake Off standard, 
you can buy cakes to donate. The PTA will happily accept any cakes offered.  
This is always a popular event and raises lots of money for the PTA – so 
thank you in advance.  

The PTA will also be running their Pumpkin decorating competition again at the end of 
term – look out for more details soon.  
 
PTA summer holiday competition winners 

http://xmas.cauliflowergroup.co.uk/
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Congratulations to: 
 Archie Loud – winner of the Cutest Pet competition  
 Alex Warren – winner of the Make a Me junk model competition 
 Thomas Sabran – winner of the My Frome Photograph competition 
 Rachel Collins – winner of the Design a Poster competition 
 Toby Davis – winner of the Lego Master Builder competition 

 
 
 
Year 4 Science Workshop  
 
On Tuesday the science teacher from Selwood Academy, Mr George, came to school 
to run a Science workshop for our Year 4 pupils. It was very exciting. Here is what the 
children had to say! 

 “In a Science workshop, Mr George from Selwood came and did lots 

of experiments and it was really fun!. 

He managed to turn a coin into gold – 

all the children loved it. We even got to 

do some science of our own; we 

investigated camouflage, sound waves 

and in the playground we made an 

explosion with mentos sweets and diet 

coke!” April, Eagles Class 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The HUB -  After School Club 
 

!!! SPACES AVAILABLE !!! 
 

Where: In The Haven  
 

When:  Monday to Friday 
 

Please enquire in the School Office 
 

£4.25 – 3.15 pm to 4.30 pm 
£8.50 – 3.15 pm to 5.45 pm 

 

Mrs Taylor sets off an explosion! 
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Policies and Information 
The main school policies, including the complaints policy and admissions arrangements, can be viewed on the school 

website. If there are any other policies that parents wish to view, or the minutes of Governors meetings, please contact the 
school office via email. 

Photograph consents can be changed at any point; please contact the school office should you wish to do so.  

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
(We bring this to parents’ attention without necessarily recommending it) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


