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COVID update 
 

Throughout the term we have maintained our control measures to help reduce the 
spread of COVID19 within our school community. 

Thank you to all parents who have supported us with this – we recognise that this has 
been a very challenging time for many of you, with positive cases within families which 
causes a lot of worry and anxiety. Currently there are a high number of cases within the 
Mendip area and we are all doing a great job of working together to keep everyone safe. 

We have continued to monitor the number of positive cases within school and have 
been in contact with PHE for guidance and advice. 

 

Our school currently remains on “Green” level, which is the lowest level of 
alert.  

 

The key messages for parents are as follows: 

 If your child has symptoms of COVID-19, they must self-isolate and take a PCR test. 

 Lateral flow tests are not recommended for children aged Reception – Year 6. 
These children should get a PCR test if they have symptoms or are identified as a 
close contact.  

 If your child has had a PCR test because they are a close contact – and do not have 
any symptoms – they should attend school.  

 If there is a positive case in your household, the advice is to get a PCR test. Your 
child does not have to isolate while waiting for the test result. They should attend 
school (unless they have symptoms).  

These are the current guidelines for pupils in schools for Reception – Year 6. We are 
unable to change the government advice unless instructed to do so by DfE or PHE. We are 
in communication with Somerset Public Health and they review the local situation and 
provide us with guidance; we contact them regularly and seek advice. If there are any 
changes we will inform parents and share new advice as we receive it.  
 
Within school we continue with control measures such as extra cleaning, ventilation, 
frequent hand washing and good personal hygiene. If needed, we may need to reinstate 
some additional measures which we will share with you as needed.  
 
With half term nearly here I hope this is a good time for everyone to manage to have 
some time to relax and turn off the alarm in the morning (although we recognise that 
many parents will continue to work!).  

Please keep safe and well over the half term break and we look forward to 
seeing you all again on 1st November, after the holiday. 

 
Mrs Battersby 
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Dates for Term 2 and 3 

October 

Thursday 21st  “Wooftie” dress up day for charity – please bring in a £1 donation to 
dress as a dog for the day.  

Thursday 21st  Last day of Term 1  

Friday 22nd School closed – see below 

November 

Monday 1st  First day of term 2 

Tuesday 2nd    Parents Evening – via Zoom 

Tuesday 2nd  School Photographs – individual and siblings in school 

Thursday 4th   Parents Evening – via Zoom 

Thursday 11th   Remembrance service in school for pupils 

Tuesday 16th  Year 4 taster day at Selwood 

December 

Thursday 9th  Reception Christmas production (more details to follow next term) 

Friday 10th  Year 1 Christmas production (more details to follow next term) 

Friday 10th  PTA Christmas disco 

Monday 13th  Year 2 Christmas production (more details to follow next term) 

Tuesday 14th  Year 3 Christmas production (more details to follow next term) 

Wednesday 15th  Year 4 Christmas production (more details to follow next term) 

Friday 17th  Champions assembly 9.10am – 10.00am 

Friday 17th  Last day of Term 1 

January 2022 

Tuesday 4th  INSET DAY – school closed for pupils 

Wednesday 5th  First day of term 3 

 
INSET Days for 2021 – 2022

1. Thursday 2nd September 2021 
2. Friday 3rd   September 2021 
3. Tuesday 4th January 2022 
4. Monday 28th   February 2022 
5. Monday 6th June 2022 

 
There has been a change to the schools’ calendar for the academic year 2021 to 2022 to 
enable everyone to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday on June 3, 2022. 

As the additional Bank Holiday falls within the school holidays, the additional 
holiday day for Hayesdown First School is Friday 22nd October 2021. This is in line 
with many of the local Frome schools including Selwood Academy. 
 
Term dates for 2021-2022 
Please be aware of the term dates for this academic year, which are also on our 
website. We ask that parents ensure that any holidays you are planning do not fall 
within term time. Unless there are exceptional circumstances, holidays in term time 
will not be authorised by the school and Somerset County Council may enforce fixed 
penalty fines for unauthorised holidays in term time. School is open for 190 days over 
the year, leaving 175 days for family activities and holidays.  
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Year One turn detective seeking out super senses with some exciting visitors. 

 

 
Y1 were delighted to welcome some genuine four-legged visitors 
to Hayesdown School in September. The big WOW moment set 
their project learning off with an outstanding show of both 
obedience and agility. Our very own Mrs Kennedy along with her 
friend Emma and 3 of their dogs visited the school to show off 
their amazing super senses. The children shared ideas and 
questions, watched with ENTHUSIASM as hoops were tackled, 
instructions followed and treats hidden far and wide were 
tracked down by the dogs in a matter of 
seconds.  
Soon after this we were also able to conduct a 
zoom call with a fledgling Assistance Dog 
called Maisie from Supportdogs.org.uk and 

her puppy family. We found out how she will be trained to become 
a support dog for someone with different needs such as epilepsy, 
autism or other disabilities. She had already grown so much!  We are 
looking forward to our fundraising Wooftie Day. Watch this space! 
 
Mrs Turner and the Year 1 team 
 
 
 
Fair Frome Donations  

Fair Frome have contacted us to say a huge thank you to all the 
parents and children at Hayesdown First School for being so 
ENTHUSIASTIC and generous with Harvest donations. You 
managed to raise an amazing 300kgs of food for the food bank, 
which will go to help 200 families a week within our local 
community 
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Election of School Council and Eco-team members 

  
Following our Election Day in September, we now have our 
School Council and Eco Team members who will represent all of 
us this year. Congratulations to the following children who will 
be taking on RESPONSIBILITIES to make our school a better 
place to be 

 School Council Eco team 

Reception To be voted in term 2 To be voted in term 2 

Year 1 Tia and Amelia C Kaila and Amelie B 

Year 2 Emily and Lily S Sam and Ben 

Year 3 Aaron and Finley Florence and Bobby 

Year 4 Harrison, April, Lottie and Seren Chester, Sofia, Lola and Rose 

 
 
 
HAPPY & HEALTHY lunchtimes   
 
As the children settle back into the routine of all eating 
in the hall at lunchtime we have been providing a few 
reminders of our expectations to make sure they have 
a HAPPY & HEALTHY time. We hope that parents 
will be able to remind children of our shared 
expectations which will make the dining hall more 
pleasant for everyone: 
HAPPY 

 Use quiet indoor voices – no shouting  

 Come into the hall, and leave, in a sensible line with your dinner lady 

 Be kind, friendly and show respect to others  

 Help keep the hall noise down - no need to bang on the table 
HEALTHY 

 Eat savoury items from packed lunches first – these will give you the energy 
you need for the afternoon.  

 Savoury first, then sweet items 

 No sweets, chocolate bars or fizzy drinks in packed lunches  

 Water only in water bottles  

 Try to clear your plate if you are having a school dinner 
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Multicultural Frome Festival 
On Sunday the 10th October the Multicultural Festival took place at the Cheese & 
Grain. It was a very busy and fun event with lots of food tasting and activities for 
children. If you went along, we hope you spotted Hayesdown First School’s work on 
display! 

 
  
 

The Hayesdown guide to using Class Dojo rewards 
 
Some parents have asked about our school’s approach to awarding 
Dojo reward points. Mrs Lane has consulted staff and has provided 
the following guide:  
Awarding Class Dojo points is a great way for children to learn and 
understand the class and school rules and routines. Each teacher has their own 
methods and routines for awarding points but they share their expectations with the 
class so everyone understands. 
Each class will have a set of ‘positive skills’ for Golden behaviour and ‘skills that need 
work’. The range of skills will be decided by each class teacher, usually in 
collaboration with the children when they discuss their class rules at the start of the 
year.   
This could be skills such as                                                             .   

 
 
 
 
 

Positive skills will be worth 1 or 2 points; teachers may choose to award 2 points to 
skills that are a current class focus. 
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Some skills will appear in every class and the points are the same across the school.     
Amber points will appear red when awarded so the description will state that it is an 
Amber point.   Amber points are a reminder to return to Golden behaviour.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The points the children receive help them understand where they have achieved well 
and the routines that they still need to work on.    Teachers use the class points for 
class rewards, such as Golden Time.  Each point that the children earn throughout the 
week goes towards their team total which is shared in Celebration Assembly each 
week. The team with the most points at the end of the term will earn a special 
reward. The children are very ENTHUSIASTIC about this! 
So it is worth all children working hard and being AMBITIOUS to gain positive Dojo 
points – for themselves and for their team!  
 
If any parent needs further clarification please contact your child’s class teacher.  
 

 
 
 
PUPIL VOICE groups 
 
Our various PUPIL VOICE groups play an important part in the life of our school. 
Captains take on RESPONSIBLE roles within our school and the other groups help 
children have HAPPY & HEALTHY playtimes or have the equipment they need for 
learning. Well done to all of these children for playing their part in our school.  
 

Captains Anti-Bullying 
ambassadors 

Playleaders Digital leaders 

Max, Mila, Sofia, 
Izabel, Maddie, 
Olivia, Paris, 
Gracie, Violet, 
Grace, Elliot, 
Finley, Poppy, 
James 
Library Captains: 
Lola, Rose, April, 
Lottie, Kian, Eva 

KS1: Maddie C, 
Jacob F, Reuben A, 
Evie S 
 
KS2: Blake, Lydia, 
Georgie-Lee, 
Isabelle 

Roxy, Chester, 
Frazier, Seren, 
Bethany, Malachi, 
Oscar, Zak, 
Harrison, Willow, 
Mason, Amelia, 
Darius 

Sebastian, Jacob, 
Thomas, Teddy, 
Toby, Willow, 
Logan, Bella, 
Matthew, Isaac 
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School Photographer visit – 2nd  November 
 
We will welcome the school photographer into school on Tuesday 
2nd  November.  This year we will be able to take individual photos 
and also siblings in school (Hayesdown pupils only). Parents will 
receive a “proof” a few days after the visit and orders can be 
placed online. Photographs will be sent to school in good time for 
Christmas. 
 
 
Parents Evening arrangements 

 Hopefully parents will have already had the opportunity to book a 
slot for parents evening. Sessions will be held on Tuesday 2nd and 
Thursday 4th November and class teachers will be sending out Zoom 
invitations before the end of term.  
We will review the arrangements for parents evenings for the Spring 
and ask for parents opinions regarding the pros and cons of online 
meetings.  
If your child has Special Educational Needs, please remember to 

request a meeting with Mrs Crawley to discuss your child’s progress against their 
Individual Learning Plans 
 
 
PTA Events 

 
The cake sale raised over £200! What a fantastic effort 
from everyone involved – thank you to those who 
donated and bought cakes.  
This year the PTA will continue to donate £5 per child for 
school trips as well as supporting the new Library with 
books and furniture.  
Look out for more fundraising events coming up – 

Bags2Schools, Disco, Cake sale and the end of term Pumpkin decorating competition! 
 
 
Easy Fundraising  
 
Please don’t forget to use easyfundraising 
whenever you buy anything online, especially in the run up to Christmas if you are 
shopping online! It’s a quick and easy way to support us! You can raise free donations 
for us with thousands of popular retailers including all the big names like eBay, John 
Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS, Expedia, M&S, Just Eat, Uswitch and many more! – at 
no extra cost to yourself! 
These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really 
appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s completely 
FREE and only takes a moment. 
You can find our easyfundraising page at 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hayesdownfirstschool/?utm_campaign=r
aise-more&utm_content=en-e1  
 
Thank you so much! 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hayesdownfirstschool/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-e1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hayesdownfirstschool/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-e1
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Celebrating learning together 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception: 

family trees 

Year 3: 

Roman shields 

Year 2: 

The Great Fire 

of London/ 

Hayesdown 

Year 1: 

Sensory boxes 
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Fundraising Parachute jump 
 

On Thursday 28th October Mrs Battersby will be doing her sky dive to 
raise money for the School Library. Thank you to all parents who 
have already sponsored her for this! If you can, please sponsor this 
event – every penny raised will go towards the new library project!  
 
You can donate through 
Parent Pay or by sending 
money into school in a 
named envelope.  

 
All the money raised will go towards the 

library and our Library Captains (Lola, 
Rose, April, Lottie, Kian and Eva) will be 
helping Ms Dowdle decide how to best 
spend the money. They already have 

some big ideas!!! 
 
 
 
 
New Library Building Project 
 
Building will start on the new school library on Friday 22nd October. There will be a lot 
of work completed during the half term break, however the building team will be on 
site over the next 6 weeks. This means that there will be a fenced off area in the 
playground which will safely house their compound/ skips etc. There will also be a 
scaffold tower (fenced off) in the growing area outside of Bats Class.  
 

Please can parents bear with us 
on the first day of term when 
we will assess how disruptive 
this is for parents at pick up 
time. There should still be 
plenty of space on the main 
playground for parents to stand 
but parents who normally wait 
by the low wall will need to 
position themselves in a 
different area.  
 

The building team are very familiar with our school and our timetable so will minimise 
disruption to children’s learning and playtimes as much as possible. 
 
We are sure that the short term disruptions will be worth it to gain our wonderful 
new library in the heart of our school! Thank you for your support with this – we 
really hope it will not cause too much inconvenience.  
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Policies and Information 
The main school policies, including the complaints policy and admissions arrangements, can be viewed on the school 

website. If there are any other policies that parents wish to view, or the minutes of Governors meetings, please contact the 
school office via email. 

Photograph consents can be changed at any point; please contact the school office should you wish to do so.  

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
(We bring this to parents’ attention without necessarily recommending it) 

 

 

 

IG Sports provide camps throughout all schools holidays at 

Selwood Academy (BA11 2EF), with care available from 8am-

5pm if needed. Please follow the link below to see what we 

are offering during October half term 

  

https://igsportscoaching.co.uk/october-half-term/ 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://igsportscoaching.co.uk/october-half-term/

