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On Friday all of the children at Hayesdown First School ENTHUSISTICALLY dressed in 

pyjamas for the day and helped raise a staggering £391 for Children in Need. It was 

good to see so many of our children supporting this important cause and they all talked 
about the reason behind the fun day with their class teachers. Lots of fun was had in class 

and the children managed to spend the whole day at school without actually falling 
asleep! 

Thank you to all the parents who supported Children in Need and helped raise money. 
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Dates for Term 2 and 3 

November 

Monday 22nd 
November – 5th 
December 

PTA Virtual Christmas fair – see details below 

Friday 26th - evening Lantern parade in Frome town centre – Ospreys class will be parading 
the lanterns they made in school with Miss Watts. 

Friday 26th  Deadline to return Christmas Dinner booking forms 

December 

Wednesday 1st  Year 4 residential visit deposit deadline 

Friday 3rd PTA Christmas Cake Sale – after school in the playground 

8th/9th/10th/13th/14th Christmas Raffle tickets on sale in the playground 

Tuesday 7th  Christmas Dinner 

Wednesday 8th  Sunflowers Christmas Performance in the Haven @ 2.30pm 

Thursday 9th  Reception Christmas production (more details below) 

Thursday 9th  Bags 2 Schools - drop off donations 

Friday 10th  Year 1 Christmas production (more details below) 

Friday 10th  PTA Bags 2 Schools collection  

Monday 13th  Year 2 Christmas production (more details below) 

Tuesday 14th  Year 3 Christmas production (more details below) 

Wednesday 15th  Year 4 Christmas production (more details below) 

Thursday 16th  Class Christmas parties – look out for details from class teachers.   

Friday 17th  Champions assembly 9.10am – 10.00am 

Friday 17th  Last day of Term 2 

January 2022 

Tuesday 4th  INSET DAY – school closed for pupils 

Wednesday 5th  First day of term 3 for pupils 

Wednesday 5th – 
Friday 7th  

Happy, Healthy and Safe Week in school  

Tuesday 4th   Deadline for Flu vaccination consent forms – see below for link 

Friday 7th  Flu vaccinations for all pupils – please see information and link to 
consent form below.  

February 2022 

Friday 18th  Second instalment for Year 4 residential visit due 

Friday 18th  Champions Assembly 9.10am – 10.00am 

Friday 18th  Last day of Term 3 

Monday 28th  INSET DAY – school closed for pupils 

INSET Days for 2021 – 2022 
1. Thursday 2nd September 2021 
2. Friday 3rd   September 2021 
3. Tuesday 4th January 2022 
4. Monday 28th   February 2022 
5. Monday 6th June 2022 

Term dates for 2021-2022 
Please be aware of the term dates for this academic year, which are also on our website. We ask that 
parents ensure that any holidays you are planning do not fall within term time. Unless there are 
exceptional circumstances, holidays in term time will not be authorised by the school and Somerset 
County Council may enforce fixed penalty fines for unauthorised holidays in term time. School is open 
for 190 days over the year, leaving 175 days for family activities and holidays.  
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Flu vaccination information  

The NHS will be offering all Hayesdown First School children a FLU VACCINATION on Friday 
7th January 2022 . This will happen on the school site and is delivered by NHS staff. The 
vaccine is given as a simple spray up the nose. It is painless, quick, and serious side effects 
are uncommon. It is designed to protect your child against flu which can be an unpleasant 
illness and, although rarely may cause serious complications. The flu vaccine provides 
protection against the strains that are predicted to circulate in the coming season.  These 
strains may change from year to year which is why they recommend receiving the 
vaccination every year. 

 

Further information can be found at the Public Health England website 

www.nhs.uk/child-flu.  This information includes details about children for whom the nasal 
spray is not appropriate.  

 

Please complete the consent form (one for each child, please) using the following link  
https://saint.somersetft.nhs.uk/flu/2021/east as soon as possible, this link will close two 
working days prior to the session date. If you are unable to access the online consent form 
for any reason please contact Somerset SAINT (School Aged Children Immunisation Nursing 
Team) for assistance (0300 3230032).  

 

Please complete the consent form even if you do not consent to the 
vaccination. 

 
 
 
Christmas Dinner and Parties 

Our Christmas Dinner will be taking place for children on Tuesday 7th 
December. All children have brought home a booking form and many 
parents have already returned this – thank you. You have until 26th 
November to return the booking form to school.  
To make our Christmas Dinner extra special we are allowing children 
to come to school in a Christmas jumper or T-shirt instead of their 
school jumper (please wear normal 

uniform trousers skirts etc). They will also be able to wear 
Christmas jumpers and/or party clothes during their class 
Christmas parties. Class teachers will send details of these 
closer to the time. Please be aware that each class may have 
different arrangements as teachers will ask their classes what 
they would like to do for their party. Watch out for a Dojo 
message from class teachers.  
 
 
School Dinner booking on Parent Pay 
Please can we remind all parents that if you would like your child to have a school dinner 
you will need to book their choices using ParentPay. This is for any child that is having a 
school dinner – including those entitled to Universal Infant Free School Meals.  
If a school meal is not booked we assume that you have chosen not to have a school 
dinner for your child and have chosen to provide a packed lunch instead.  

http://www.nhs.uk/child-flu
https://saint.somersetft.nhs.uk/flu/2021/east
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We have recently had some instances of parents not booking a school meal and not 
providing a packed lunch, which leaves a child without a meal. We do not always have 
enough additional food to provide a spare meal in this situation as numbers are sent to our 
production kitchen using Parent Pay bookings. 

  
The deadline for booking school meals is TUESDAYS at MIDNIGHT for 

the following week. 
 
To make things easier for parents, you can book for a number of weeks in 
advance. We always try to help where we can (and send reminders on 

Dojo every Monday) but please can we remind parents that it is your responsibility to book 
a meal for your child.  
 
Christmas Production arrangements 

  
We are aiming to run our Christmas Productions as live events with 
parents invited onto the school site. We have already shared with 
parents that this may not be able to happen, and as soon as we have 
information from Public Health, DfE and Somerset we will let you know 
how we will proceed.  
 
 

If we are able to invite parents onto the school site for our productions the arrangements 
will be as follows: 

 There will be two performances of each production – please see diary dates for the 
day for each year group 

 The morning performance will be at 9.15am.  

 The afternoon performance will be at 2.15pm (2.30pm for Reception) 

 Parents will be given 2 tickets for their chosen show. We will space our audience 
chairs out in pairs in our school hall – so ask that both adults from a family attend 
the same performance.  

 The hall will be well ventilated and we ask that parents wear masks for the 
performance while on the school site.  

 If any parent is reluctant to come onto the school site/prefers not to attend, then we 
will video the dress rehearsal and teachers will post this on the website (please let 
your class teacher know if you do NOT want your child to be videoed for the 
website) 

 
 
Light the Night Lantern Workshop 
 
Ospreys Class took part in a two hour online workshop with Aliss and Mel, 
two of the creative organisers of the Frome “Light the Night” lantern parade 
event, which will take place on Friday evening in Frome town centre. The 
children were provided with Somerset grown willow withies and tissue 
paper for the session by Frome town council. They were CONFIDENT at following the online 
demonstration and used their design skills to create stunning lanterns, ready to be lit for the 
parade.  
Miss Watts, Osprey’s class teacher, will join the children at the parade on Friday night – it is 
sure to be a wonderful community event.  
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Year 4 trip to St John’s Church 
 Year 4 are currently learning about the Anglo-Saxons; the Viking invasions, King Alfred the 
Great; King Harold; reading the novel Anglo-Saxon boy and exploring Frome as an Anglo-
Saxon settlement. To bring the learning to life, they visited St John’s church and met a local 
historian who shared lots of interesting information with them.  

 
“On the 10th November we went on trip to St John’s Church. On the way we went 

through the town centre. In the Church there were two Anglo-Saxon stones. The 

windows are stained glass and we saw the place where the vicar stands. The Anglo-

Saxons built a church there because it is on a hill and they could see if an invasion was 

coming.” Sofia Peet 

 

Children in Osprey’s class 
show off their lanterns 

after their online 
workshop. 
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Mad 4 Animals Roadshow  
 

Year 2 had some slippery, crawly and feathery guests visit us with Mad 4 
Animals. We saw giant Madagascan cockroaches, a corn snake, a 13ft 
python, a tawny owl, two giant African snails and a beautiful Chilean rose 
tarantula! 
Edith held a cockroach and chose the biggest one to put on Mr. James’ 
face! Adrian held a corn snake and Miss Thompson had a 13ft, 4 stone 
python wrapped around her shoulders! We also had a competition to see 
who would let the African Giant snail get closest to their face… Bella let it 
touch her nose! What a CONFIDENT bunch! 
We learned many interesting facts like tarantulas can taste through their 

legs; owls have 500% better hearing and sight than humans and snails are both boys and 
girls at the same time! 
“I loved the snake because it looked beautiful!” – Evie 
“The big 13ft Burmese python was my favourite!” – Oakley 
 
Thank you to Mrs Witkowski who won this fabulous event for our pupils 
in a competition.  

 

 
 
Remembrance Day celebrations 
 
 Our School Council representatives were 
RESPONSIBLE for laying our poppy wreath 
as part of Hayesdown’s Remembrance Day 
service. The whole school participated in a 
two-minute silence, with the children 
watching a video to help them be still, 
reflect and consider the significance of the 
day and why poppies are worn. Our School 
Council pupil, Finley, then read the poem 
“In Flanders Fields” by John McCrae. 
Classrooms were decorated with the 
children’s beautifully decorated poppy 
bunting to create a respectful and 
thoughtful environment.  
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School Active Challenge News 
Good news – Hayesdown were joint winners in the Frome Active Travel Challenge Event. 
Congratulations everyone – your amazing efforts were all worthwhile. We have always been 
AMBITIOUS at encouraging everyone to be fit, active, HAPPY & HEALTHY – and once again 
we are the top school in Frome (along with Vallis First School this year!).  
Our prize for this fantastic effort is a bike fun day and 30 minute Mojo Moves session at 
school. The bike fun day will include a selection of bike activities such as a bicycle duck race, 
bicycle disco, bicycle bubbles and a bicycle paint spinner. We are sure the children will all be 
very ENTHUSIASTIC about joining in! 
 

The message from Emma Parker from Frome Town Council, who organised this event, was: 
“CONGRATULATIONS! Hayesdown First School is the joint winner of the 2021 Active Travel 
Challenge! Every active journey to school is a step closer to cleaner air, safer streets and 
happier and healthier people. Plus our planet will thank you too!.” 
 
Cars Idling outside school 
Please can we ask that parents remember to turn off their car 
engines while waiting to collect or drop off children at school. Idling 
cars can cause a lot of air pollution which can have a negative impact 
on children’s health – particularly those with asthma.  
Our Eco-team will be running a project to encourage and remind 
parents to turn off their engine in the New Year.  
 
Your actions can help children have healthier air to breather – so thank you for your support 
on this.  
 
Raggip Team celebration  

  Last week, RAGGIP team had their celebration for earning the most team 
Dojo points in term 1. The children had chosen to have an obstacle course so 
the playground was set up with a circuit of equipment, the sun shone and 
everyone had fun! Well done Raggip – let’s see who will win this term?! 
 
 

 HAPPY, HEALTHY and Safe week – January 2022 
 
When we return to school in 2022 we will be kick starting the new year with the first week 
full of activities and learning focussed on being HAPPY, HEALTHY and Safe. This will include 
visits from Road safety, Network rail safety, Mojo Moves and hopefully a Fire Safety officer 
as well as activities focussed on First Aid, Mental health, Wellbeing, Yoga, On-line safety and 
Mindfulness. All of these activities aim to 
support children to be aware of how they keep 
themselves safe, both physically and 
emotionally.  
This is an important part of our curriculum for 
children and we hope the week will be a way for 
everyone to start a fresh year feeling HAPPY & 
HEALTHY. 
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PTA Events 
 
Virtual Christmas Fair 
Hayesdown PTA will be running their first Virtual Christmas Fair on the 22nd November - 5th 
December. 
Sellers are beginning to add their fabulous items to the Facebook group, so you can JOIN 
that now and begin to browse. You can also invite your friends and family too! 
Shop local this Christmas at Hayesdown Virtual Christmas Fair. 
 
Christmas cake sale 
The last PTA cake sale was a huge success so they are running 

another Christmas cake sale on Friday 3rd December. Don’t 

worry – the cakes don’t have to be Christmas themed (but can 

be if you would like!!) all donations are greatly accepted. Please 

can donations be dropped off on the Friday morning and then 

the PTA will have tables spread around the playground to sell 

the cakes after school. For those with allergies, the PTA will 

label all plates with food allergens.  

 

They will also have the preloved uniform out as well. 

 
Christmas Raffle  

The PTA have had some wonderful donations from local companies and will 

therefore be holding a fantastic Christmas Raffle this year. They will be selling 

tickets after school on 8th, 9th, 10th, 13th and 14th in the playground. Prizes 

will be drawn on Wednesday 15th giving the lucky winners a couple of days to 

collect their prizes from the office.  
 

Bags 2 School 
The PTA has organised a Bag2School collection on Friday 10th December. If you're having a 
pre-Christmas sort out this is the perfect opportunity to donate, recycle and raise funds for 
the school. Please use any plastic bag and bring to school on the morning of the collection. 
Acceptable items are:  

 Clothing 

 Paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around) 

 Handbags 

 Hats and belts 

 Scarves and ties 

 Jewellery 

 Lingerie and socks 

 Soft toys 

 Household linen, curtains, towels, bedding 
Please drop donations on Thursday 9th December or in the morning on Friday 10th 
December. Donations in black bin liners (or similar) please and placed under the shelter 
near the main entrance gates.  
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Easy Fundraising  
 
Please don’t forget to use easyfundraising 
whenever you buy anything online, especially in the run up to Christmas if you are shopping 
online! It’s a quick and easy way to support us! You can raise free donations for us with 
thousands of popular retailers including all the big names like eBay, John Lewis & Partners, 
Argos, ASOS, Expedia, M&S, Just Eat, Uswitch and many more! – at no extra cost to yourself! 
These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really appreciate 
it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s completely FREE and only takes 
a moment. 
You can find our easyfundraising page at 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hayesdownfirstschool/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_content=en-e1  
 
Thank you so much! 
 

Policies and Information 
The main school policies, including the complaints policy and admissions arrangements, can be viewed on the school 

website. If there are any other policies that parents wish to view, or the minutes of Governors meetings, please contact the 
school office via email. 

Photograph consents can be changed at any point; please contact the school office should you wish to do so.  

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
(We bring this to parents’ attention without necessarily recommending it) 

 

 
 
 

I.G. Sports will be running Christmas holiday clubs for children at Hayesdown 
First School.  

If you are interested in booking places please follow this link to their website 
and online booking forms.  

https://igsportscoaching.co.uk/december-january-half-term/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hayesdownfirstschool/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-e1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hayesdownfirstschool/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-e1
https://igsportscoaching.co.uk/december-january-half-term/
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The Christmas Light Switch On is back and ready to 
light up our town on Friday 26th November starting at 
5pm. 

Frome Town Council has been working away to ensure 
that this year’s event is more dazzling than ever after the 
pandemic caused a hiatus last year. The much-loved 
event is a staple in Frome’s calendar and is a real 
community extravaganza thanks to Frome Lanterns, 
local musicians and the exciting addition of a Christmas 
Market. 

Make your way over to the Boyle Cross from 5pm for 
Frome Town Band, Rock Choir and the Frome Street 
Bandits. Then watch Frome Lanterns transform the 
town’s streets into a magical scene thanks to the 

Enchanted Winter Garden lantern parade headed by Jamma de Samba.  

The Frome Independent have organised A Little Night Market from 4pm – 8.30pm to 
take place alongside the big switch on event and help you check off your Christmas 
shopping list. So, after the light switch on follow the lantern parade back round to A 
Little Night Market where there will be local Christmassy craft and design stalls, tasty 
street food, drinks and music. 

If you have attended one of the Light the Night workshops or have made your own 
special creation and would like to join the parade meet at 6:00pm at the entrance to 
Rook Lane, or for more information head over to the Light the Night websit 


