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Children at Hayesdown First School shared the magic of Christmas with us all during their 
Christmas performances over the past week. From Reception to Year 4, all the children have 
been CONFIDENT and ENTHUSIASTIC, learning lines, songs, stage directions and actions. 
It was especially joyous this year that we were able to share most of the performances with 
parents. Thank you to all parents who attended, following the COVID safety guidelines we 
had in place. We just about managed to fulfil our aim to safely share the Christmas shows 
across an AMBITIOUS programme of 11 shows over 6 days – with only Year 2 having to be 

cancelled due to COVID infections. The children in Year 2 still got to perform the Sleepy 
Stargazer (and were amazing!) and parents can watch it via the link sent out by teachers.  

Well done to all of our Amazing Hayesdown Stars!!!! 
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We wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and 

hope that everyone stays 
safe over the holidays. 

We look forward to 
seeing you all back at 

school in the New Year 
2022! 
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Dates for Terms 2, 3 and 4 

December 

Thursday 16th  Class Christmas parties – look out for details from class teachers.   

Friday 17th  Champions assembly 9.10am – 10.00am 

Friday 17th  Last day of Term 2 

January 2022 

Tuesday 4th  INSET DAY – school closed for pupils 

Wednesday 5th  First day of term 3 for pupils 

Wednesday 5th – 
Friday 7th  

Happy, Healthy and Safe Week in school  

Tuesday 4th   Deadline for Flu vaccination consent forms – see below for link 

Friday 7th  Flu vaccinations for all pupils – please see information and link to 
consent form below.  

February 2022 

Tuesday 8th  Safer Internet day 

Thursday 17th  Remarkable Lives day 2 

Friday 18th  Second instalment for Year 4 residential visit due 

Friday 18th  Champions Assembly 9.10am – 10.00am 

Friday 18th  Last day of Term 3 

Monday 28th  INSET DAY – school closed for pupils 

March 2022 

Thursday 3rd World Book day – more information closer to the event 

Monday 7th – Friday 
11th  

MATHS WEEK 

Thursday 17th  Red Nose day – School Council to provide information closer to the 
event 

Monday 28th – Friday 
1st April  

SCIENCE WEEK 

April 2022 

Tuesday 5th Parents Evening 3.30pm – 6.30pm  

Thursday 7th  Parents Evening 3.30pm – 6.30pm  

Friday 8th  Champions Assembly 9.10am – 10.00am 

Friday 8th  Last day of Term 4 

INSET Days for 2021 – 2022 
1. Thursday 2nd September 2021 
2. Friday 3rd   September 2021 
3. Tuesday 4th January 2022 
4. Monday 28th   February 2022 
5. Monday 6th June 2022 

Term dates for 2021-2022 
Please be aware of the term dates for this academic year, which are also on our website. We ask that 
parents ensure that any holidays you are planning do not fall within term time. Unless there are 
exceptional circumstances, holidays in term time will not be authorised by the school and Somerset 
County Council may enforce fixed penalty fines for unauthorised holidays in term time. School is open 
for 190 days over the year, leaving 175 days for family activities and holidays.  
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Library transformation! 
 
In the past 6 weeks we have seen our AMBITIOUS new library project develop …….. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are delighted to share with parents that the building work has now been 
completed and signed off and we are ready to start using the space. We now begin Phase 2: 
moving all of the books and the current library furniture into this wonderful new space, so 
that children can start using the library and borrowing books again. The children have been 
very excited and ENTHUSIASTIC to see the library develop and we know they will enjoy 
choosing books to take home once more. Reading is very important to everyone at 
Hayesdown – we all recognise that being able to read CONFIDENTLY and fluently has a 

direct, positive impact on future success. Children who read, especially those 
who read for pleasure, go on to achieve better exam results and improved job 
opportunities. This may all feel along way ahead for your child – but the 
earlier they start the more chance they have. We want to place READING AT 
THE HEART OF HAYESDOWN! 

 
Watch out for fundraising events in the Spring Term – such as a sponsored read 

(and of course Mrs Battersby’s postponed Sky Dive!!!) to help raise money for new books 
and exciting library furniture so we can get to the final phase of the project and the grand 
Opening in the Summer Term. It is going to take a lot of effort, energy and ENTHUSIASM to 
get the library looking fantastic, fully stocked with books and used by the whole school 
community – but we love a challenge at Hayesdown! Especially when we know it will make 
such a difference for all our pupils.  
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HAPPY, HEALTHY and Safe week – January 2022 
 
When we return to school in 2022 we will be kick starting the new year with the first week 
full of activities and learning focussed on being HAPPY, HEALTHY and Safe. This will include 
visits from Road safety, Network rail safety, Mojo Moves and hopefully a Fire Safety officer 
as well as activities focussed on First Aid, Mental health, Wellbeing, Yoga, On-line safety and 
Mindfulness. All of these activities aim to 
support children to be aware of how they keep 
themselves safe, both physically and 
emotionally.  
This is an important part of our curriculum for 
children and we hope the week will be a way for 
everyone to start a fresh year feeling HAPPY & 
HEALTHY. 
 
 
 
Flu vaccination information  
 

The NHS will be offering all Hayesdown First School children a FLU 
VACCINATION on Friday 7th January 2022 . This will happen on the 
school site and is delivered by NHS staff. The vaccine is given as a 
simple spray up the nose. It is painless, quick, and serious side effects 
are uncommon. It is designed to protect your child against flu which 
can be an unpleasant illness and, although rarely may cause serious 
complications. The flu vaccine provides protection against the strains 
that are predicted to circulate in the coming season.  These strains 
may change from year to year which is why they recommend receiving 
the vaccination every year. 

 

Further information can be found at the Public Health England website 

www.nhs.uk/child-flu.  This information includes details about children for whom the nasal 
spray is not appropriate.  

 

Please complete the consent form (one for each child, please) using the following link  
https://saint.somersetft.nhs.uk/flu/2021/east as soon as possible, this link will close two 
working days prior to the session date. If you are unable to access the online consent form 
for any reason please contact Somerset SAINT (School Aged Children Immunisation Nursing 
Team) for assistance (0300 3230032).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please complete the consent form even if you do not consent to the 
vaccination. 

http://www.nhs.uk/child-flu
https://saint.somersetft.nhs.uk/flu/2021/east
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Attendance – reminder for the start of the school day  
  

We open the main and top gates to school, to welcome children into school in the morning, 
at 8.45am. Children are very RESPONSIBLE and independent at coming into school on their 
own now and we ask that only Reception parents come onto school site to drop off their 
child from January.  
Our school day starts at 8.55a.m. and this is when your child must be in school and we 
take our register. To ensure that your child is not marked as “late” on the 
register, and on their record of attendance, please make sure that your child is in school by 
8.55am.  Under DfE guidance, any child who arrives at the school after the register 
closes must be marked as absent for the session. The gates open at 8.45a.m. so please 
support your child and the school in making sure that children are in class by 8.55a.m. every 
day ready for registration.   

  

  
Thank you to all parents who 
continue to support the school by 
ensuring that their child’s 
attendance is good – we celebrate 
this as a school in many ways. Every week, children in the class with the best 
attendance receive stickers in our celebration assemblies. Children who have 100% 
attendance ( excluding COVID isolation) will receive certificates twice a year.  
Where attendance falls below the national expectation of 96%, we will issue reminder 
letters and continue to have meetings with parents to support families to get back on track. 
By working together, we can improve the educational outcomes for your children.   
 

Parking in the roads around our school. 
 
Please can we remind all parents to park cars considerately and 
responsibly in the mornings and at the end of the day. Our 
neighbours have sadly reported that on numerous occasions their 
driveways are blocked and some have reported that they have been 
late for work due to this. We are sure that no parent would intend 
for this to happen so ask everyone to think before they park and 
ensure they find a safe and acceptable place to park.  
 

The police and county council have advised that if anyone should wish to report a parking 
offence, obstruction or hazard they may use the following link: 
https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/report/parking-issues/  

8.45a.m. – 8.55a.m.  Gates are open with staff members on the 
gates to welcome children. Parents drop 
children at the school gate, except for 
Reception parents, who may drop their 
child by the classroom door.  

8.55a.m.  The school day starts and the register is 
taken. All children should be in class.  

8.55a.m. - 9.15a.m.  Children arriving at school during this time 
will be marked as late. Once the main 
gates are closed children should come 
through the front desk/reception.  

9.15a.m. onwards  Children arriving at this time must come 
through the front desk/ reception and sign 
in. This will be marked as an unauthorised 
absence.   

https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/report/parking-issues/
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Home Learning Celebrations 

 
There has been some very exciting and 
AMBITIOUS home learning happening 
this term. From exploding volcanoes to 
Viking longboats and Saxon jewellery, 
the children have been 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY sharing their 
learning in school with each other. Well 
done children and thank to all parents 
who support the home learning 
challenges.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sewing Club 
 
Well done everyone who attended the Year 4 sewing club. The children all showed great 
independence and resilience in creating their bookmark designs and completing them on 
time to take home and enjoy. All of the children who attended showed excellent manners, 
positive attitudes and were a pleasure to be with. It was great fun! Just take a look at their 
wonderful creations!  
Mrs Battersby, Mrs Turner, Miss Kelly 
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School uniform 

 
Children at Hayesdown First School always look smart in their uniform 
and take great pride in the way they present themselves. We try to 
keep branded items to a minimum – with just a branded 
jumper/cardigan and PE t-shirt being essential items.  
There are currently a number of pupils wearing trainers to school. 
Please can we remind everyone that trainers are not allowed as 
school footwear. Black school shoes with a good grip should be worn 
to school – sensible black boots are also allowed in the winter months 
(no fashion boots or heels please).  
 
Please can everyone ensure that children are wearing the correct 
school uniform when we return in January.  
 

 
 
New Office apprentice 
In January we will be welcoming Miss Ellen Carter to the 
Hayesdown First School office team. I am sure that everyone 
will make her feel very welcome as she gets to know our 
school.  
 
 
 
Thank you to  
 
We are very fortunate to have been supported by our 
local ASDA this term who have been extremely 
generous. Not only have they donated an incredible 

£1000 to our school library, but they have also 

provided Christmas Eve boxes as prizes for the 
Children’s Christmas Parties this week.  
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School Dinner booking on Parent Pay 
 
Please can we remind all parents that if you would like your child to have a school dinner 
you will need to book their choices using ParentPay. This is for any child that is having a 
school dinner – including those entitled to Universal Infant Free School Meals.  
If a school meal is not booked we assume that you have chosen not to have a school 
dinner for your child and have chosen to provide a packed lunch instead.  
We have recently had some instances of parents not booking a school meal and not 
providing a packed lunch, which leaves a child without a meal. We do not always have 
enough additional food to provide a spare meal in this situation as numbers are sent to our 
production kitchen using Parent Pay bookings. 

  
The deadline for booking school meals is TUESDAYS at MIDNIGHT for 

the following week. 
 
To make things easier for parents, you can book for a number of weeks in 
advance. We always try to help where we can (and send reminders on 

Dojo every Monday) but please can we remind parents that it is your responsibility to book 
a meal for your child.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easy Fundraising  
 

Please don’t forget to use easyfundraising whenever 
you buy anything online, especially in the run up to 
Christmas or in the January sales if you are shopping 
online! It’s a quick and easy way to support us! You can 
raise free donations for us with thousands of popular 

retailers including all the big names like eBay, John Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS, Expedia, 
M&S, Just Eat, Uswitch and many more! – at no extra cost to yourself! 
These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really appreciate 
it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s completely FREE and only takes 
a moment. 
You can find our easyfundraising page at 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hayesdownfirstschool/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_content=en-e1  
 
Thank you so much! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hayesdownfirstschool/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-e1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hayesdownfirstschool/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-e1
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Ladybirds Class Millie, Oliver, Lola 

Butterflies Class Archie, Ivy, Hudson, Jacob 

Badgers Class Imogen, Freddie, Ezekiel, Erin, Amelie B, Bo, Oskar, Evalyn, 
Zachary, Bogdan 

Rabbits Class Lola, Cornelia, Heidi, Eli, Leon, Oliver, Tyler, Taya, Harry, Isobel, 
Archie 

Bats Class Natalie, Daria, Vinnie, Logan 

Hedgehogs Class Edith, Reuben, Rosie, Cheng, Phoebe, Amilia 

Owls Class Evie, Oliver, Bobby, Tristan, Macey, Azaria 

Ospreys Class Tajus, Scarlett, Mara 

Eagles Class Layla, Poppy, Gracie 

Kestrels Class Isaac, Max, Logan 

 
 

 
 
 

Evalyn L, Theo C,  
Emma B, Rose C, Lilah B,  
Evie S, Finlay L, Sophie F,  

Tia P, Bethany D 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isaac W, Jacob M, Tia P, Poppy K, Amelie C, Chester W, Frazier K, Josh H, 
Alfie B, Jas G, Annabella A, Rose W, Bethany BR, Isabelle H, Lottie B, Finley S, 

Reuben A, Emily E, Sam W, April K, Blake W, Lydia L, Eva H, Amelia S, 
Amelie B, Bogdan B, Sofia P, Toby D, Archie L, Elliot A, Lola L, Isobel S, Poppy 

C, Ella N, Evie S, Finlay L, Sophie F, Josh A, Willow R, Evalyn L, Theo C, Seren J, 
Lottie B, Teddy H, Poppy D, April K, Eva H, Emma B, Rose C, Harry H, Isaac 
C, Kaila J, Lilah B, Georgie-Lee B, Lola P, Lottie B, Ezekiel G, Layla R, Toby D, 

Bethany D, Tia P 
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Policies and Information 
The main school policies, including the complaints policy and admissions arrangements, can be viewed on the school 

website. If there are any other policies that parents wish to view, or the minutes of Governors meetings, please contact the 
school office via email. 

Photograph consents can be changed at any point; please contact the school office should you wish to do so.  

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
(We bring this to parents’ attention without necessarily recommending it) 

 

 
 
 

I.G. Sports will be running Christmas holiday clubs for children at Hayesdown 
First School.  

If you are interested in booking places please follow this link to their website 
and online booking forms.  

https://igsportscoaching.co.uk/december-january-half-term/ 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://igsportscoaching.co.uk/december-january-half-term/
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