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The children kick started the New Year with a packed few days learning about ways to keep 
themselves HAPPY, HEALTHY and safe. We had a number of visitors from our local 
community who ran workshops for all of our pupils. Mr Ball, a firefighter, taught the 
children how to stay safe in the event of a fire, how to be RESPONSIBLE and dial 999 in an 
emergency; Mr Powis, from the Railway police, explained the dangers of trespassing on 
railway tracks; Rosie Glow showed the children how to be calm and move their body with 
yoga sessions; the Somerset Road Safety team taught the children about crossing the road 
safely and finally Mojo Moves got everyone moving ENTHUSIASTICALLY with her crazy, 
fun dance session.  
 
On top of that the teachers also delivered sessions to children to teach about a variety of 
ways of staying safe, being happy and keeping healthy.  
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Dates for Terms 3 and 4 
 

February 2022 

Tuesday 8th  Safer Internet day 

Thursday 17th  Remarkable Lives day 2 

Friday 18th  Second instalment for Year 4 residential visit due 

Friday 18th  Champions Assembly 9.10am – 10.00am 

Friday 18th  Last day of Term 3 

Monday 28th  INSET DAY – school closed for pupils 

March 2022 

Thursday 3rd World Book day – more information closer to the event 

Monday 7th – Friday 
11th  

MATHS WEEK 

Thursday 17th  Red Nose day – School Council to provide information closer to the 
event 

Monday 28th – Friday 
1st April  

SCIENCE WEEK 

April 2022 

Tuesday 5th Parents Evening 3.30pm – 6.30pm  

Thursday 7th  Parents Evening 3.30pm – 6.30pm  

Friday 8th  Champions Assembly 9.10am – 10.00am 

Friday 8th  Last day of Term 4 

 
 
INSET Days for 2021 – 2022 

1. Thursday 2nd September 2021 
2. Friday 3rd   September 2021 
3. Tuesday 4th January 2022 
4. Monday 28th   February 2022 
5. Monday 6th June 2022 

 
 
Term dates for 2021-2022 
Please be aware of the term dates for this academic year, which are also on our website. We ask that 
parents ensure that any holidays you are planning do not fall within term time. Unless there are 
exceptional circumstances, holidays in term time will not be authorised by the school and Somerset 
County Council may enforce fixed penalty fines for unauthorised holidays in term time. School is open 
for 190 days over the year, leaving 175 days for family activities and holidays.  

 
Our Term dates for 2022-2023 have now been published. Please follow this link to our 

website to check them if you are planning holidays for next year.  
 
 

 
 

http://www.hayesdownschool.co.uk/term-dates/
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Safer Internet day – 8th February 2022 
 
Every year we engage with The UK Safer Internet Center and take part with Safer Internet 
day. This year the theme is: 

 
 
Knowing how to behave respectfully and RESPONSIBLY online is an important skill for our 
children – even for those as young as in Reception. Good (safe) habits start at a young age.  
 
All children will have activities and quizzes to complete on the day – Mr Hawkins and the 
Digital Leaders will be leading the way with an assembly to launch the day.  
 
Here is a link with “top tips” for under 11’s – we hope that parents will access the advice 
and take time to discuss internet safety at home.  
 
 
Privacy Notices 
 
All parents should be aware of the school’s privacy notices, which outline how we hold and 
process your personal data. To find information on this please go to our website and look 
for Privacy Notices under the Information and Policies tab, or go to the Partnership Trust 
website for all GDPR policies https://thepartnershiptrust.co.uk/about-the-trust/trust-
policies/  
 
 
 
Attendance – reminder for the start of the school day  
  

Our Phonics lessons, which are vitally important for every child to learn to 
read, start at 9.00am every day. It is therefore important that all children 
are in class for the register at 8.55am so that they can move to their 
phonics group lesson and start learning on time. Registers are taken at 
8.55am and our gates close at this time.  
 

 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/top-tips-for-under-11s
https://www.hayesdownschool.co.uk/privacy-notices/
https://thepartnershiptrust.co.uk/about-the-trust/trust-policies/
https://thepartnershiptrust.co.uk/about-the-trust/trust-policies/
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Library transformation update 
 
Keeping you all updated on the Library development………….. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We have placed the bookcases, big books and all of the fiction and non-fiction books 
into the new Library and it is starting to look more like a useable space. Some children are 
already using it for phonics sessions and tutoring. We still have a long way to go and the 
children and Mrs Dowdle have some great ideas. We hope that during World Book Day we 
can begin using the library again so that everyone can start to take a library book home 
every week. There will be a competition to design a new logo which all children (and 
parents) will be able to enter over the half term so we can have a bespoke logo to show 
“Reading at the heart of Hayesdown”. The PTA are working with us to raise funds for new 
furniture and books – the first event will be a sponsored read which links with World Book 
Day (see below for details).  
We would also like to hold another “EXTREME READ” event over the half term break – and 
we will display the photos sent in on the display board in the library.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Change of details  
If you change your home or work details or mobile phone number – 
don’t forget to update your information at the school office. You can 
email new mobile phone numbers or email addresses to us at 
office@hayesdownschool.com. It is important that we are able to 
contact you if there was an emergency.  

EXTREME READ Challenge – where can you read a book over half term?  

Find wild, wonderful and wacky places to read – take a photo and send it to your teacher 

on Dojo! A prize in each year group for the most EXTREME!!!! and the photos will be 

displayed in our Library. 
 

mailto:office@hayesdownschool.com
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World Book Day – Thursday 3rd March  

 
World Book Day changes lives through a love of books and shared 
reading. Our AMBITION is to promote reading for pleasure, offering 
every child and young person the opportunity to have a book of their 
own. 
Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator of a child’s future 
success – more than their family circumstances, their parents’ 
educational background or their income. We want to see more 

children, particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds, with a life-long habit of 
reading for pleasure and the improved life chances this brings them. 
 
This year Hayesdown First School will be celebrating World Book day and enabling ALL 
children to know that “You are a reader” in the following ways – 
 During half term, and for the days in the run up to WORLD BOOK DAY the children will 

take part in a “Ready, Steady, Read” challenge in order to help to transform our new 

school library.  The challenge will begin on Wednesday 23rd February and 

will last for one week.  The children can read: books, comics, magazines, 

newspapers, instructions, recipes, poems – anything and everything.  

Every time they read they will log it in their special reading log.  Children 

will collect sponsorship for their reading from their family members and 

all money raised will be used to buy new books for our library.  If we collect over 

£600 as a school, Usborne books will give us an extra 60% of the value we raise in FREE 

BOOKS.   

 We will be completing lots of book related activities  

in class all day including DEAR (drop everything and read) 
moments.   

 We will have parent/grandparent and child reading 

opportunities when you can come into school 
and share a book with your child in the comfort of their  
classroom and maybe even our new library. 

 We will be inviting the children back to school to have “bed time” stories with their 

class teachers. 

 Members of staff will be uploading a “can you guess the reader” competition to dojo 

where you will see a photograph of a member of staff holding up their favourite picture 

book in front of their faces and you have to guess who the book belongs to. 

 We will also have a “book swap” in the hall where every child will be able to bring in a 

book from home that they have already read and swap it for a book they have not read 

yet – don’t worry if you don’t have a book from home to swap, we will have some extras 

so that everyone goes home with a new/different book to read that day. 

What will we be asking you to do at home to support World Book Day? 
 Help your child to collect sponsorship for our “Ready, Steady, Read” challenge and 

start reading and recording in their logs in the week running up to World Book Day. 

 Join in with the EXTREME READ Challenge (see above for details)  



 6 

 Help your child celebrate any book that they love in any way for the school day on 

Thursday 3rd March – World Book Day.  The children can dress up in a costume or 

they can decorate any item however they like as long as it relates to a book.  It could 

be a paper plate, a potato, a pebble, a wooden spoon, a shoe box, a lolly stick, a 

pillow case, a t-shirt or a headband. 

 Finally – save a jam jar and send them into school on the first day back after half 

term! 

Ms Dowdle will send out more information about the “Ready, Steady, Read” challenge 
during the week beginning 14th February 2022 with everything your child needs to help us 
create our Amazing Hayesdown Library. 
 
And don’t forget ……………   Every child will get a £1 book voucher to buy one of the amazing 
World Book day books 
 

  
 
 
Safeguarding message 
 
The end of the school day can be very busy, with lots of children and parents leaving school 
at the same time. It can be particularly busy for our youngest pupils, and last week we were 
reminded of this when one of our Reception children managed to get separated from his 
parent after school and wandered off along Wyville Rd thinking his parent had gone on 

ahead. Obviously this was very distressing for the parent – 
however we have excellent safeguarding procedures in place and 
the Reception teaching team, plus office staff, stepped into action 
and immediately searched the grounds and local roads. Thankfully 
the child was found by a member of the local community and our 
staff were able to reunite the child with his parent within minutes.  
A happy ending to a worrying, frightening situation. 
 
Please can we remind all parents, especially those with young 

children, to keep children within sight at all times and remind them to stay with you at the 
end of the school day.  
Can we also ask our parent community to be vigilant for any child who might look as though 
they are not with an adult. It is always best to stop and ask a child where their grown up is, if 
you think they might be on their own. Thank you for helping us make sure everyone stays 
safe.  
 
 



 7 

 
 
 
Julian House Charity Assembly  
Last Wednesday, Jess Gay from Bath based 
Julian House charity held a virtual assembly 
for the children at Hayesdown First School. 
Jess talked to us about the large number of 
rough sleepers and homeless people in the UK 
and explained the variety of reasons why people might find themselves without a home. 
Some of our children were really shocked to hear that 300,000 people in the UK are 
homeless. Jess explained about Julian House in Bath, a charity who support the homeless in 
many different ways including offering beds and places to sleep, as well as providing hot 
meals for those who sleep rough in the city. They even run bike workshops and shops to 
raise money for the charity – you might have seen it in Bath?  
Our children showed how RESPONSIBLE they are by listening brilliantly and then asking 
some really good questions.  
 
Jess went on to describe a fundraising event which is taking place on Friday 4th March. It is 
called the Big Bath Sleepout and if any parents would like to find out more please see the 
information at the end of our newsletter or go to www.bigbathsleepout.co.uk  
 
Year 4 adventures 
 

On Thursday the 20th our Year 4 classes Kestrels and Eagles, 
took a very exciting trip to Frome Boulder Rooms. The 
purpose of this trip was to explore some adventurous ways 
to keep HAPPY&HEALTHY and active for PE, working as a 
team or individually. The two classes split into groups, 
undertaking an AMBITIOUS challenge to get to the top of 
the climbing walls as well as taking part in some archery!  
 
Whilst bouldering doesn’t involve harnesses, the climbers 
were protected by plenty of safety mats to land on. The 
climbing instructors also supported the children when 
looking where to put their feet as they climbed, to find the 
easiest path up the walls. As well as walls to climb up, there 
were also walls for our children to climb across, if they 
wanted to stay a little closer to the ground. The children 
then ENTHUSIASTICALLY participated in archery, 
shooting arrows at the puzzle pieces on the targets. The 
children really enjoyed their experience.  
 
 
 

‘Climbing was really fun, I would definitely recommend it!’- Lottie, Year 4  

‘Archery was a good skill to learn, I hit the board three times!” Seren 

 
  
 
 
 

http://www.bigbathsleepout.co.uk/
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School Dinner booking on Parent Pay 
 
 
 
 
Please can we remind all parents that if you would like your child to have a school dinner 
you will need to book their choices using ParentPay. This is for any child that is having a 
school dinner – including those entitled to Universal Infant Free School Meals.  
If a school meal is not booked we assume that you have chosen not to have a school 
dinner for your child and have chosen to provide a packed lunch instead.  
We have recently had some instances of parents not booking a school meal and not 
providing a packed lunch, which leaves a child without a meal. We do not always have 
enough additional food to provide a spare meal in this situation as numbers are sent to our 
production kitchen using Parent Pay bookings. 

  
The deadline for booking school meals is TUESDAYS at MIDNIGHT for 

the following week. 
 
To make things easier for parents, you can book for a number of weeks in 
advance. We always try to help where we can (and send reminders on 

Dojo every Monday) but please can we remind parents that it is your responsibility to book 
a meal for your child.  
 
Easy Fundraising  
 

Please don’t forget to use easyfundraising whenever 
you buy anything online, especially in the run up to 
Christmas or in the January sales if you are shopping 
online! It’s a quick and easy way to support us! You can 
raise free donations for us with thousands of popular 

retailers including all the big names like eBay, John Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS, Expedia, 
M&S, Just Eat, Uswitch and many more! – at no extra cost to yourself! 
These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really appreciate 
it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s completely FREE and only takes 
a moment. 
You can find our easyfundraising page at 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hayesdownfirstschool/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_content=en-e1  
 
Thank you so much! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This includes any holidays you might 

be booking on Booking.com, Thomas 

Cook, First Choice, the Trainline and 

lots more!! 

Our school meal menu is changing at half term. The new choices will run 

for the rest of the year. See the end of the newsletter for your options. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hayesdownfirstschool/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-e1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hayesdownfirstschool/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-e1
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Policies and Information 
The main school policies, including the complaints policy, admissions arrangements and privacy notices can be viewed on 
the school website. If there are any other policies that parents wish to view, or the minutes of Governors meetings, please 

contact the school office via email. 
Photograph consents can be changed at any point; please contact the school office should you wish to do so.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
(We bring this to parents’ attention without necessarily recommending it) 
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